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WILD or NATURAL - the challenges 
Europe faces in setting aside wilderness



WILD?
NATURAL?

NATIVE?

άbŀǘǳǊŀƭƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ BETWEENƘǳƳŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎέ

ά²L[5Σ ¦ba!b!D95Σ ǘǊŜŜǎ ǎƘƻǿ ǳǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ōŜȅƻƴŘ 
our cultural tunnel-Ǿƛǎƛƻƴέ

άaƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ LϥƳ ƛƴŎƭƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǾƛŜǿ ϥƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƴŜǎǎϥ ƴƻǘ ŀǎ ŀ 
ǎǘŀǘŜΣ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ŦǊŜŜȊŜ ŦǊŀƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ŀǎ ŀ twh/9{{έ



ωƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ŦƻǊ άƴŀǘǳǊŜέ
ωpaths around rather than through

Castor Hanglands NNR

ñsoullessò

Native ςyes
Natural ςȅŜǎ όάōŜǘǿŜŜƴέ)

Wild ςNO



Southey Wood

ωƴƻǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ŦƻǊ άƴŀǘǳǊŜέ
ωrecreational paths/area

Native ςno/yes
Natural ςyes

Wild ςYES



will the Moshatel (AWI) survive?

Native - yes
Natural - NO

Wild ςNO

The Warren Wood, Studland



is this really worth the destruction?

Native ςmostly
Natural - NO

Wild ςDEFINITELY NO

Arne Hill, Dorset



Undercliff woodland
- below 9ƳƳŜǘǘǎ IƛƭƭΣ /ƘŀǇƳŀƴΩǎ tƻƻƭ

Native - yes
Natural - yes

Wild ςDEFINITELY YES



Irish State woodland reserves

Native ςyes (mostly*)

Natural - yes
Wild ςYES*

*

* the woodland interiors are 
really wild, but few informal 
paths (except * )



Narrow-leaved Helleborine ςlast sighting 1982?

Brackloon Wood Forest Recreation Area

ïrestoring deciduous forest on a PAW

Native ςincreasingly
Natural ςyes (natural regeneration)

Wild ςYES (marshy woodland interiors)



HYPER-OCEANIC INFLUENCE
- mild winters, cool summers, and rain can 
fall throughout the year

take away the trees and you get bog!

Irish woodland interiors ςthe common factor

Crawford, R. (2005) Trees by the sea: advantages and disadvantages of 
oceanic climates. Proc. Royal Irish Acad. 105B: 129-139



- highest proportion of 
plantation forest and of 
non-native species

The problem for NATIVENESS in NW European woodland



Is there a place for introduced species in a 
wilderness-like area?

WILD?
NATURAL?

NATIVE?

-ƎƛǾŜǎ ǳǎ ŀ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ΧΧΦ


